The History of the

POSTLES & KEY FIGURES

DR. JAMES PIERCE
Early Christianity

A historical overview of six significant figures in early Christianity: Matthew, Mark, Luke,
John, Paul, and Timothy. It also includes Paul’s missionary journeys and the events that
shaped his life and ministry.

1. History of the Apostles
A. Matthew (Levi)
+ Background:
+ Matthew, also called Levi, was a Jewish tax collector before becoming one of Jesus’
twelve apostles (Matthew 9:9).
* He is traditionally credited with writing the Gospel of Matthew, aimed at a Jewish
audience, emphasizing Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.
* Ministry and Legacy:
+ After Jesus’ resurrection, Matthew is believed to have preached in Judea and later in
regions such as Ethiopia and Persia.
+ He is thought to have been martyred, though historical accounts vary.

B. Mark (John Mark)

+ Background:

+ John Mark was a close associate of Peter and Paul.

+ His mother, Mary, hosted early Christian gatherings in her home (Acts 12:12).
* Author of the Gospel of Mark:

* Mark’s Gospel is considered the earliest Gospel and focuses on Jesus’
ministry and miracles.

* It is believed to be based on Peter’s eyewitness accounts.

* Ministry and Legacy:

* Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey but left them
early, causing a later dispute (Acts 13:13).

* He later reconciled with Paul (2 Timothy 4:11) and worked closely with Peter.
+ Tradition holds that he established the church in Alexandria, Egypt, where he
was martyred.

C. Luke

+ Background:

* Luke, a Gentile physician, was a close companion of Paul and the author of two New
Testament books: the Gospel of Luke and Acts of the Apostles.

* His writings provide a detailed, orderly account of Jesus’ life, ministry, and the early
church.
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+ Ministry and Legacy:

* Luke traveled extensively with Paul on his missionary journeys and was with

Paul during his final imprisonment in Rome (2 Timothy 4:11).

* He emphasized Jesus’ compassion for the marginalized and the work of the Holy Spirit.

D. John (Son of Zebedee)

+ Background:

+ John, son of Zebedee and brother of James, was one of Jesus’ closest disciples.
* He is often referred to as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 13:23).

+ Author of Five New Testament Books:

+ Gospel of John: Focuses on Jesus’ divine nature.

+ 1, 2, and 3 John: Letters addressing Christian love and truth.

* Revelation: A prophetic vision of the end times, written during his exile on the island of
Patmos.

 Ministry and Legacy:

« John played a key leadership role in the early church in Ephesus.

* He is believed to have died of old age, the only apostle not martyred.

2. Paul (Saul of Tarsus)

Early Life and Conversion

« Birthplace: Tarsus (Acts 21:39), a Roman city.

+ Jewish and Roman Heritage: Paul was a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin, educated as a
Pharisee under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3).

+ Persecutor of Christians: Before his conversion, Paul zealously persecuted Christians,

believing them to be heretics (Acts 8:1-3).

Conversion on the Road to Damascus (Acts 9):

* Paul encountered the risen Christ while traveling to Damascus.

+ Blinded for three days, he was healed by Ananias, was baptized, and began preaching
Christ.

Paul’s Missionary Journeys
1. First Missionary Journey (Acts 13-14, c. 46-48 A.D.)
+ Key Companions: Barnabas and John Mark.
* Major Stops: Cyprus, Pisidian Antioch, lconium, Lystra, Derbe.
+ Events: Paul faced persecution, was stoned, and survived. He preached to Jews and
Gentiles.
2. Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15-18, c. 49-52 A.D.)
+ Key Companions: Silas, Timothy, and later Luke.
+ Major Stops: Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus.
+ Events: Paul preached in Europe for the first time, faced imprisonment in
Philippi, and delivered the famous sermon on Mars Hill in Athens.
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3. Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18-21, c. 53-57 A.D.)

+ Key Stops: Ephesus, Macedonia, Greece, Jerusalem.

+ Events: Paul strengthened established churches and wrote key epistles such
as Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians. He performed miracles in Ephesus but
faced severe opposition.

4. Journey to Rome (Acts 21-28, c. 60-62 A.D.)

+ Events: After being arrested in Jerusalem, Paul appealed to Caesar as a
Roman citizen. He endured shipwreck and imprisonment before reaching Rome,
where he preached under house arrest.

3. Timothy

Background and Ministry

+ Heritage: Timothy was the son of a Jewish mother (Eunice) and a Greek

father (Acts 16:1). His mother and grandmother taught him the Scriptures from a
young age (2 Timothy 1:5).

+ Mentorship Under Paul: Paul referred to Timothy as his “true son in the faith”

(1 Timothy 1:2). Timothy accompanied Paul on his missionary journeys and coauthored
several letters (1 & 2 Thessalonians, Philippians).

+ Leadership Role: Timothy later became the pastor of the church in Ephesus.
Paul’s letters to Timothy, 1 & 2 Timothy, provided pastoral guidance, encouraging
him to preach boldly and guard sound doctrine.

Conclusion

The apostles Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, and Timothy played crucial roles in
the foundation of Christianity. Their lives were marked by faith, dedication, and
sacrifice as they spread the gospel throughout the ancient world. Paul’s
missionary journeys and letters remain central to Christian theology, while the
writings of the apostles continue to inspire millions worldwide. Their stories serve
as powerful examples of devotion, resilience, and unwavering belief in the mission
of Jesus Christ.
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DEATHS OF
THE DISCIRLES

DR. JAMES PIERCE

The exact details of the deaths of Jesus Christ’s twelve apostles are largely
derived from early Christian traditions and historical writings, as the New
Testament provides limited information on this subject. Notably, Justin Martyr, an
early Christian apologist, does not provide specific accounts of the apostles’
deaths in his extant writings. Below is a summary of traditional accounts regarding
the fates of the apostles:

1. Peter (Simon Peter): Tradition holds that Peter was crucified upside down in Rome
during Emperor Nero’s reign, as he felt unworthy to die in the same manner as Jesus.
2. Andrew: Believed to have been crucified on an X-shaped cross in Patras,
Greece. He reportedly preached to onlookers for two days before succumbing to death.
3. James the Greater (son of Zebedee): The only apostle whose martyrdom is
recorded in the New Testament; he was executed by beheading under King Herod
Agrippa | around 44 A.D. in Jerusalem.
4. John (son of Zebedee): Tradition suggests that John was the only apostle
to die of natural causes, living to an old age in Ephesus. Some accounts mention
he survived being plunged into boiling oil before his exile to the island of Patmos.
5. Philip: Believed to have been crucified in Hierapolis (modern-day Turkey)
after converting the wife of a Roman proconsul, leading to his arrest and
execution.
6. Bartholomew (Nathanael): Tradition holds that he was martyred in Armenia,
either by being flayed alive and then beheaded, or by crucifixion, for his missionary work.
7. Matthew (Levi): Various traditions suggest he was martyred in Ethiopia or
Persia, possibly by stabbing or beheading, while preaching the gospel.
8. Thomas (Didymus): Traditionally believed to have been speared to death in
Mylapore, India, where he had established a Christian community.
9. James the Less (son of Alphaeus): Some traditions identify him with James,
the brother of Jesus, who was thrown from the pinnacle of the Temple in
Jerusalem and then beaten to death with a club.
10. Thaddeus (Jude, son of James): Tradition holds that he was martyred in
Persia, possibly by crucifixion or being beaten to death with a club, alongside the
apostle Simon the Zealot.
11. Simon the Zealot: Believed to have been martyred in Persia alongside
Thaddeus; accounts vary between crucifixion and being sawn in half.
12. Judas Iscariot: After betraying Jesus, Judas experienced remorse and died
by suicide, as recorded in the New Testament.
13. Matthias: Chosen to replace Judas Iscariot; tradition suggests he was
stoned and then beheaded in Jerusalem.
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HISTORY OF
CHRISTIANITY

DR. JAMES PIERCE

Founders and Major Figures

Christianity is one of the world’s largest religions, with origins in the 1st century CE
in the Roman-occupied Middle East. Its foundation is based on the life, teachings,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, considered by Christians to be the Son of

God and Savior of humanity.

Founding of Christianity
1. Historical Context
« Christianity emerged during the 1st century CE in Judea (modern-day Israel/

Palestine), a Roman province.

* The region was culturally influenced by Judaism and occupied by the Roman
Empire.

2. Jesus Christ (c. 4 BCE - 30/33 CE)

» Birth: Believed to be born in Bethlehem to Mary and raised in Nazareth.
 Ministry: Began preaching around the age of 30, emphasizing love,
forgiveness, and salvation.
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New Testament Era (1st Century CE)

1. The Apostles
* Peter (Simon Peter): The leading disciple and first Pope according to
Catholic tradition.
+ Paul (Saul of Tarsus): A Pharisee turned Christian missionary whose letters
form a large part of the New Testament. He played a central role in spreading
Christianity throughout the Roman Empire.
+ John the Apostle: Associated with the Gospel of John, the Book of
Revelation, and the Epistles of John.
» James the Just: Jesus’ brother, early leader of the Jerusalem church.
Early Church Fathers (2nd - 5th Centuries)

2. Church Fathers and Theologians
* Ignatius of Antioch (c. 35-110 CE): Early Christian writer and martyr.
+ Justin Martyr (c. 100-165 CE): Christian philosopher and apologist.
* Tertullian (c. 155-240 CE): Father of Latin Christianity and one of the first
theologians to use the term “Trinity.”
* Augustine of Hippo (354-430 CE): Philosopher, theologian, and author of
Confessions and The City of God. His writings influenced Western Christian
thought.
+ Jerome (c. 347-420 CE): Translated the Bible into Latin (the Vulgate).

Christianity Becomes Official (4th Century)

3. Constantine the Great (c. 272-337 CE)
+ Roman emperor who converted to Christianity and ended the persecution of
Christians with the Edict of Milan in 313 CE.
+ Convened the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE, where the Nicene Creed was
formulated, establishing key Christian doctrines.
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Medieval Christian Figures (5th - 15th Centuries)

4. Monastic and Scholastic Leaders

+ St. Benedict of Nursia (c. 480-547 CE): Founder of Western monasticism.

+ St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226 CE): Founder of the Franciscan Order, known
for humility and dedication to the poor.

+ St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274 CE): Influential philosopher and theologian,
author of Summa Theologica.

« St. Dominic (1170-1221 CE): Founder of the Dominican Order.

Reformation Era (16th Century)

5. Protestant Reformers

 Martin Luther (1483-1546 CE): German monk who triggered the Protestant
Reformation by posting the 95 Theses in 1517, criticizing Church corruption and
indulgences.

+ John Calvin (1509-1564 CE): Key figure in the Reformation, known for his
theological system called Calvinism.

+ King Henry VIII (1491-1547 CE): Split from the Catholic Church and
established the Church of England (Anglican Church).

Modern Christian Figures (18th - 21st Centuries)

6. Missionaries and Leaders

+ John Wesley (1703-1791 CE): Founder of Methodism.

+ William Carey (1761-1834 CE): Missionary to India, known as the “Father of
Modern Missions.”

* Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945 CE): German pastor and theologian,
martyred for opposing the Nazi regime.

* Mother Teresa (1910-1997 CE): Catholic nun and missionary known for
humanitarian work in India.

+ Billy Graham (1918-2018 CE): Prominent evangelical preacher and Christian
evangelist.
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